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§ 3001.21 Motions.

(a) Scope and contents. An application
for an order or ruling not otherwise
specifically provided for in this part
shall be by motion. Motions shall set
forth with particularity the ruling or
relief sought, the grounds and basis
therefor, and the statutory or other au-
thority relied upon, and shall be filed
with the Secretary and served pursuant
to the provisions of §§ 3001.9 to 3001.12.
All motions to dismiss proceedings or
other motions which involve a final de-
termination of the proceeding shall be
addressed to the Commission. After a
presiding officer is designated in any
proceeding, and before the issuance of
an initial decision pursuant to § 3001.39
or certification of the record to the
Commission pursuant to § 3001.38, all
other motions in that proceeding shall
be addressed to the presiding officer.

(b) Answers. Within 10 days after a
motion is filed, or such other period as
the Commission or presiding officer
may fix, any participant to the pro-
ceeding may file and serve an answer in
support of or in opposition to the mo-
tion pursuant to §§ 3001.9 to 3001.12.
Such answers shall state with particu-
larity the position of the participant
with regard to the ruling or relief re-
quested in the motion and the grounds
and basis and statutory or other au-
thority relied upon. Unless the Com-
mission or presiding officer otherwise
provide, no reply to an answer or any
further responsive document shall be
filed.

[38 FR 4327, Feb. 13, 1973, as amended at 51
FR 8827, Mar. 14, 1986; 58 FR 38976, July 21,
1993]

§ 3001.22 Requests for waiver.

Upon request by motion, any require-
ment of any subpart of this Part 3001
may be waived in whole or in part to
the extent permitted by law upon a
showing that such waiver will not un-
duly prejudice the interests of other
participants and is consistent with the
public interest and the Commission’s
expeditious discharge of its responsibil-
ities under the Act. A request for waiv-
er shall not be entertained unless it is
timely filed so as to permit Commis-
sion disposition of the request prior to
the date specified for the requirement

for which waiver is requested. The
pendency of a request for waiver does
not justify or excuse any person from
timely meeting the requirements of
this part.

§ 3001.23 Presiding officers.
(a) Authority delegated. Presiding offi-

cers shall have the authority, within
the Commission’s powers and subject
to its published rules, as follows:

(1) To regulate the course of the
hearing, including the recessing, recon-
vening, and adjournment thereof, un-
less otherwise directed by the Commis-
sion, as provided in § 3001.16;

(2) To administer oaths and affirma-
tions;

(3) To issue subpoenas authorized by
law;

(4) To rule upon offers of proof and
receive relevant evidence;

(5) To take or authorize that deposi-
tions be taken as provided in § 3001.33;

(6) To hold appropriate conferences
before or during hearings and to rule
on matters raised at such conferences
including those specified in paragraph
(d) of § 3001.24;

(7) To dispose of procedural requests
or similar matters but not, before their
initial or recommended decision, to
dispose of motions made during hear-
ings to dismiss proceedings or other
motions which involve a final deter-
mination of the proceeding;

(8) Within their discretion, or upon
direction of the Commission, to certify
any question to the Commission for its
consideration and disposition;

(9) To submit an initial or rec-
ommended decision in accordance with
§§ 3001.38 and 3001.39; and

(10) To take any other action nec-
essary or appropriate to the discharge
of the duties vested in them, consistent
with the statutory or other authorities
under which the Commission functions
and with the rules, regulations, and
policies of the Commission.

(b) Conduct of hearings. It is the duty
of the presiding officer to conduct a
fair and impartial hearing and to main-
tain order. Any disregard by partici-
pants or counsel of his/her rulings on
matters of order and procedure shall be
noted on the record, and where he/she
deems it necessary shall be made the
subject of a special written report to
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the Commission. In the event that par-
ticipants or counsel should be guilty of
disrespectful, disorderly, or contuma-
cious language or conduct in connec-
tion with any hearing, the presiding of-
ficer immediately may submit to the
Commission his/her report thereon, to-
gether with his/her recommendations,
and in his/her discretion, suspend the
hearing.

(c) Ex parte communication. Except to
the extent required for the disposition
of ex parte matters as authorized by
law and by the rules of the Commis-
sion, no presiding officer shall, in any
proceeding in which the Commission
may so direct, or in any proceeding re-
quired by statute to be determined on
the record after opportunity for hear-
ing, consult any person on any matter
in issue unless upon notice and oppor-
tunity for all participants to be heard.

(d) Disqualification. A presiding offi-
cer may withdraw from a proceeding
when he/she deems himself disqualified,
or may be withdrawn by the Commis-
sion for good cause found after timely
affidavits alleging personal bias or
other disqualifications have been filed.

[36 FR 396, Jan. 12, 1971, as amended at 49 FR
6490, Feb. 22, 1984; 51 FR 8827, Mar. 14, 1986; 58
FR 38976, July 21, 1993]

§ 3001.24 Prehearing conferences.
(a) Initiation and purposes. In any pro-

ceeding the Commission or the presid-
ing officer may, with or without mo-
tion, upon due notice as to time and
place, direct the participants in a pro-
ceeding to appear for a prehearing con-
ference for the purposes of considering
all possible ways of expediting the pro-
ceeding, including those in paragraph
(d) of this section. It is the intent of
the Commission to issue its rec-
ommended decision or advisory opinion
on requests under sections 3622, 3623,
and 3661 of the Act with the utmost
practicable expedition. The Commis-
sion directs that these prehearing pro-
cedures shall be rigorously pursued by
the presiding officer and all partici-
pants to that end.

(b) Informal off-the-record procedures.
In order to make the prehearing con-
ference as effective as possible, the pre-
siding officer may, in his/her discre-
tion, direct that conferences be held off
the record at the beginning of a pre-

hearing conference or at other appro-
priate times, without the presiding of-
ficer being present. Such informal off-
the-record conferences shall be pre-
sided over by the Commission’s officer
designated to represent the interests of
the general public or such other person
as the participants may select. At such
off-the-record conferences the partici-
pants shall be expected to reach agree-
ment on those matters which will expe-
dite the proceeding, including the mat-
ters specified in the notice of the pre-
hearing conference, in the ruling of the
presiding officer directing that the off-
the-record conference be held and in
paragraph (d) of this section. A report
on the results of such off-the-record
conference shall be made to the presid-
ing officer on the record at a time spec-
ified by the presiding officer and he/she
shall then determine the further pre-
hearing procedures to be followed.

(c) Required preparation and coopera-
tion of all parties. All participants in
any proceeding before the Commission
are required and expected to come to
the prehearing conference fully pre-
pared to discuss in detail and resolve
all matters specified in paragraph (d)
of this section, and notice of the pre-
hearing conference, and such other no-
tice or agenda as may have been issued
by the Commission or the presiding of-
ficer. All participants are required and
expected to cooperate fully at all
stages of the proceeding to achieve
these objectives, through thorough ad-
vance preparation for the prehearing
conference, including informal commu-
nications between the participants, re-
quests for discovery and appropriate
discovery procedures at the earliest
possible time and no later than at the
prehearing conference, and the com-
mencement of preparation of evidence
and cross-examination. The failure of
any participant to appear at the pre-
hearing conference or to raise any mat-
ters that could reasonably be antici-
pated and resolved at the prehearing
conference shall not be permitted to
unduly delay the progress of the pro-
ceeding and shall constitute a waiver
of the rights of the participant with re-
gard thereto, including all objections
to the agreements reached, actions
taken, or rulings issued by the presid-
ing officer with regard thereto.
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